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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McDonald (5,984,990), in view of Behl (6,319,116 B1), and Kim etal (2004/0118285 
A1). 

McDonald discloses an air cleaning apparatus (10) comprising a cabinet 
provided with a top panel (12) of a predetermined area, a blowing unit (30) installed in 
the cabinet, and a filtering unit (28) installed in the cabinet to remove impurities from air 
circulated by the blowing unit (30). Claims 1-31 differ from the disclosure of McDonald 
in that the blowing unit and the filtering unit are slidably insertable and removable from 
the cabinet. Behl discloses a filter (30) is positioned at the door of the blowing unit or 
fan (26) and the fan (26) with filter (30) are slidably insertable and removable from the 
cabinet (10). Kim et al disclose an air purifier having a multilayered filtration including 
filters (302, 304, 306, 308, 310, col. 2, paragraph 0021) including an electrostatic filter 
(306) and a metal filter (308) with two metal nets having meshes. Kim et al further 
disclose a filter (312) is formed with a slot (312a) and can be slidably insertable and 
removable from the slot (208) (see 208 in Figs. 2 and 4). It would have been obvious to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide a 
fan slidable in and out of the cabinet as taught by Behl and a filter unit slidable in and 
out of the cabinet as taught by Kim et al in the air cleaning apparatus of McDonald so 
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that it would be easier to provide access to the fan and the filter casings for 
maintenance or routine check-out of the fan and filter unit. 

Response to Amendment 
Applicant's arguments filed on July 26, 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the cited secondary reference Behl does not disclose a 
filtering unit separately slidably insertable and removable from the cabinet and the cited 
tertiary reference Rosen does not disclose a filter as a net or mesh. The Examiner now 
drops the tertiary reference Rosen and newly introduces Kim et al as the secondary 
reference in combination with the primary reference McDonald to show: McDonald 
discloses an air cleaning apparatus (10) comprising a cabinet provided with a top panel 
(12) of a predetermined area, a blowing unit (30) installed in the cabinet, and a filtering 
unit (28) installed in the cabinet to remove impurities from air circulated by the blowing 
unit (30). Claims 1-31 differ from the disclosure of McDonald in that the blowing unit 
and the filtering unit are slidably insertable and removable from the cabinet. Behl 
discloses a filter (30) is positioned at the door of the blowing unit or fan (26) and the fan 
(26) with filter (30) are slidably insertable and removable from the cabinet (10). Kim et 
al disclose an air purifier having a miiltilayered filtration including filters (302, 304, 306, 
308, 310, col. 2, paragraph 0021) including an electrostatic filter (306) and a metal filter 
(308) with two metal nets having meshes. Kim et al further disclose a filter (312) is 
formed with a slot (312a) and can be slidably insertable and removable from the slot 
(208) (see 208 in Figs. 2 and 4), as claimed. It would have been obvious to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide a fan 
slidable in and out of the cabinet as taught by Behl and a filter unit slidable in and out of 
the cabinet as taught by Kim et al in the air cleaning apparatus of McDonald so that it 
would be easier to provide access to the fan and the filter casings for maintenance or 
routine check-out of the fan and filter unit. 

The secondary reference Behl clearly shows that the fan unit (26) can be 
separately slidably insertable and removable from the cabinet. The secondary 
reference Kim et al clearly shows that the filtering unit (312) can be separately slidably 
insertable and removable from the slot (208) of the cabinet (202) (see Fig. 4). Kim et al 
further shows a metal filter (306 and 308) with two metal nets having meshes installed 
on the cabinet (see 306 & 308 in Fig. 3). 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh-Chau T. Pham whose telephone number (571) 
272-1 163. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon/Tues/Thur/Fri 7:00 am - 
5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 1 66. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Minh-Chau Pham 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit: 1724 
November 10, 2005 



